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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7-14 have been considered but are 
moot In view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 7-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Charas 
(US Pat. No. 6,381.462). 

Regarding claim 7, Charas discloses a point-multipoint radio communication 
system comprising: plural radio nodes (col. 2, lines 65-67-col. 3, lines 1-21-col. 4, lines 
10-29; Fig. 1 , refs. 14, 26); and plural subscriber access terminals (col. 2, lines 65-67- 
col. 3, lines 1-21-col. 4, lines 10-29; Fig. 1, refs. 14, 26), each subscriber access 
terminal being normally allocated to one of the plural radio nodes as its respective 
original radio node, the respective original radio node being an additional traffic 
capability (col. 4, line 30-67-col. 5, lines 24-50), each subscriber access terminal having 
an antenna directed to its respective original radio node and being adapted to switch 
automatically and autonomously from its respective original radio node to an alternative 
host radio node (col. 4, line 30-67-col. 5, lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 26-46), which host 
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node is normally allocated to another access terminal, upon detecting failure of the 
respective original radio node (col. 4, line 30-67-col. 5, lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 26-46; 
the fixed terminal may be switched from a degrading connection to a better established 
signal quality of a new channel, thus, radio station; see also col. 6, Iines12-17). 

Regarding claim 8, Charas discloses, wherein at least one of the subscriber 
access terminals has redundancy switching logic (col, 4, line 30-67-col. 5, lines 24-50- 
col. 6, lines 26-46). 

Regarding claim 9, Charas discloses, further comprising a management system 
which controls the plural radio nodes and which detects and turns off said respective 
original radio node upon the failure, and which routes traffic connections belonging to an 
affected one of the plural access terminals to said alternative host radio node (col. 4, 
line 30-67-col. 5, lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 12-46; Fig. 1, ref. 34). 

Regarding claim 10, Charas discloses, wherein said management system 
communicates to the affected one of the plural access terminals to switch to the 
respective original radio node upon restoration of the original radio node (col. 4, line 30- 
67-col. 5, lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 12-46). 

Regarding claim 11, Charas discloses, wherein said alternative host radio node 
is located in a same hub as the respective original radio node (col. 4, line 30-67-col. 5, 
lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 26-46, the target radio station may be co-located in same area 
as the home radio station or in a different hub). 

Regarding claim 12, Charas discloses, wherein said alternative host radio node 
is located in a hub different than the respective original radio node (col. 4, line 30-67- 
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col. 5, lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 26-46, the target radio station may be co-located in same 
area as the home radio station or in a different hub; Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 14, Charas discloses, wherein at least one of the plural access 
terminals is provided with a single antenna with electronically routed beams to the two 
different hubs (col. 4, line 30-67-col. 5, lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 26-46, the target radio 
station may be co-located in same area as the home radio station or in a different hub; 
Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 13, Charas discloses, wherein at least of the plural access 
terminals is provided with two antennas directed towards said two different hubs and 
with a two-way radio frequency switch (col. 4, line 30-67-col. 5, lines 24-50-col. 6, lines 
12-46; col. 7. lines 47-62). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Pub. No. 20020068612 to Carey et al. Systems using sectored 

coverage area. 

Pub. No. 20040198401 to Rodgers et al. Steering smart antennas. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Julio R. Perez whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7846. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 - 4:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph H. Feild can be reached on (571 ) 272- 4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonmation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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